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Dark. Moody. Contemplative. The library inside this elegantly 

designed condominium at The Plaza is a favorite refuge for the 

homeowners. Te couple spends most evenings there enjoying a 

cup of tea, reading, or catching up on the day. Te room’s furniture 

is velvety soft, and a metallic bronze lacquer on the walls creates the 

illusion of a paneled library, subtle design elements meant to give 

the books their due place as objects of desire. 

Jimmy Jamieson, principal of Jamieson Design and the 

designer on the project, capitalized on the furniture’s sculptured 

forms to evoke a modern, edited look throughout the apartment. 

“None of it has a big presence,” he says. “It’s suggesting an idea 

rather than making a big statement.” 

Te homeowners were among the frst residents to move into 

their high-rise apartment just west of Te Ritz-Carlton 11 years 

ago. “We wanted the apartment to have more character,” say the 

owners of the home’s former, more traditional appearance. Tey 

called on Jamieson to help re-imagine their living space. “Tey are 

understated people,” Jamieson says. “So anything that’s opulent or 

ostentatious wouldn’t be representative of who they are.” 

In all of Jamieson’s projects, the clients play a dominant 

role in the design evolution process. “From there it’s our job to 

articulate that vision and make it feel like a natural extension of 

the space,” he says. 

Subtle 
Suggestions

Written by Veronica Teodoro

Photography by Alise O’Brien

An interesting mix of early to mid-20th 
century French and Italian furniture 
inhabits the apartment. 
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He used a combination of early to mid-20th century French and 

Italian furniture by designers such as Jean-Michel Frank, Jules Leleu, Diego 

Giacometti, and Jean Dunand, setting the pieces against a light background to 

create an inviting silhouette. 

“It’s a process of reduction and editing. We figure out the necessary 

elements, the essential elements to creating a life within the space, then add 

things discriminatingly,” he says.

Over the course of the project, which took about a year, Jamieson 

provided his clients with plenty of reading material about the designers and 

the period in which they lived. “Tey were interested in everything,” he says. 

Jamieson and his associates began with renderings and foor plans. “We just 

trusted him completely,” say the owners. “He always came to meetings with 

detailed plans, including wall elevations, furniture layout, room plan options, 

and electrical layouts.” 

Te homeowners say the library is their favorite room.
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Subtle design elements, such as this paneled wall in the 
master bedroom, were added throughout the apartment. 

“It’s suggesting an idea rather than making a big 
statement,” says Jimmy Jamieson of the design.  
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Te owners purchased a Julian Schnabel screen 
print for the living room as part of the remodel.  
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An Art Deco-style crème laqué three-drawer 
commode with antiqued bronze pulls and 

footplates stands in the entryway. 
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To make the apartment more architecturally substantial, Jamieson added 

crown molding and casings. A door leading into the master bedroom from the 

library was closed to gain space in both rooms; white doors throughout the 

condo were painted black. Te carpets are handmade. Jamieson designs them, 

colors them, and provides samples. “Even with all the furniture, the apartment 

looks twice as spacious as it used to,” the owners say. 

Te entryway welcomes guests with artwork and minimal furnishings, 

including an Art Deco-style crème laqué three-drawer commode with antiqued 

bronze pulls and footplates. A hand-forged, metal-framed mirror in antique 

gold with crimson-colored cabochon-cut crystal hangs above the commode. 

A collection of blanc de chine provides just enough detail throughout the 

apartment. Te accessories are not omnipresent. “It’s about putting something 

together that has a dialogue and evolves as a collection,” Jamieson says. Te 

homeowners are partial to a French Art Deco glass vase that was mounted as a 

table lamp; the dining room table, which they already owned and couldn’t bear 

to part with, is a Silas Seandel Lippold. A large, ceramic Seto-style bowl rests 

on the dining room bufet behind it. 

Crafting areas to refect the clients’ lifestyle and anticipating how they 

would use the space is a key to good design. But so is introducing something 

new. “Our job is to push them,” Jamieson says. “If you’re not a little bit 

uncomfortable you’re not learning.”

Te process of selecting artwork came toward the end of the project. Tey 

chose a Julian Schnabel screen print for the living room, Ross Bleckner screen 

prints for the entryway, and an Alex Katz for the library. Other pieces—like a 

Robert Motherwell lithograph and three Andy Millners—already were part of 

the couple’s collection. Unless a client is a collector or comes with a collection, 

Jamieson prefers to get to know the client before making suggestions. “Even 

more than furniture, art is a very personal thing,” he says. “I employ the same 

principles with furniture as I do with the decorative arts and fine art. We 

establish parameters, they don’t have to be rigid, but we create something that’s 

cohesive so that there’s a dialogue when the pieces come together. When you 

do that it feels very natural.” 

Back inside the couple’s library, a week before a long-awaited trip to 

Australia, the owners show a visitor some of their favorite mementos placed 

among their books: an antique pocket watch, a teapot from Iraq, a mug from 

the 1904 World’s Fair. It’s a special room, for a very special couple.  sl
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